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Edito

The commitment of our three towns to
attracting new inhabitants to the heart of
Greater Bordeaux is showing concrete
results. The many urban developments, the
implantation of new businesses, the construction and rehabilitation of housing, and
the return of students to the city centre are
all proof of a renewed appeal.
These new dynamics need to be accompanied by the development and adaptation of
the local public services. All of us are doing
our utmost to offer our citizens a better
quality of life. This is particularly true with
regard to facilities for infants. Because this
sort of offering is a key condition to attracting and keeping young households in the
city centre.
The Urban2/Unicités programme is contributing to the development of these essential local services to ensure social cohesion
and to generate jobs. In this newsletter, we
wish to promote all these initiatives, thereby
demonstrating that the European Union can
provide a real, concrete solution to the
issue of local development.
Enjoy reading it!
Hugues Martin,
Member of
Parliament and
Mayor of Bordeaux

Conchita Lacuey,
Member of
Parliament and
Mayor of Floirac

Alain David
Mayor of Cenon

URBAN2/Unicités

The place of infants
in the city centre
On the initiative of the towns or the
associations, and in collaboration with
the family allowance office and
the General Council, all these projects
have emerged from the desire of
the partners to offer a variety of
cohesive, complementary services
on the territory.
These facilities and services will allow
parents to reconcile their family life
with their professional life and will
encourage equal opportunities
between men and women – one of
the priorities of the European Union.
Young children have never had it
so good with Europe!
A great many projects for facilities
for infants have been granted
major European funding via
Urban2/Unicités: restructuring of
the crèches of La Benauge and
Sainte-Colombe, creation of an Infants
Centre in the Bastide, a Childminders
Contact Centre in Cenon (see overleaf),
and a new associative crèche (see box).
For the Urban2/Unicités programme
alone, 50 jobs have been created and
40 extra places made available in
crèches and day centres.
Above all, these projects provide
a varied offering in the heart of
Greater Bordeaux as a response to the
expectations of inhabitants. Families
can now find services adapted to their
professional and personal constraints:
facilities for the children of families in
emergency situations, specific needs of
single-parent families, occasional
requests taken into account, extended
opening times, etc.

Bastide Infants Centre
The Infants Centre in the Bastide
district, located close to the botanical
garden, will open in September
2006. It will include a Childminders
Contact Centre for exchanges
between parents and childminders.
This facility will also be home to
a games library where games can
be lent and organised, with coordination by the Interlude Association.

APIMI
In 2007 a new crèche at the Bastide
(123 Rue Hortense) will offer an extra
24 places. Initiated by the
Association Pour l’Innovation en
Matière d’Intégration (APIMI), it will
implement the concept of equal
opportunities by providing facilities
for handicapped children.
Contact: 05 56 75 52 04
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Interview
“Networking and professionalizing childminders”
In 2004 the town of Cenon set up a Childminders Contact Centre, a new example of a local service backed by
the Urban2/Unicités programme. Cécile Rojat, the director, presents this service and takes stock of the
first 18 months of activity.

What is a Childminders Contact
Centre?
Cécile ROJAT : “It is a place of information
where parents and childminders can
get in touch with each other. It groups
together and supervises the town’s
network of childminders. The main
purpose of the centre is to receive
parents and childminders, but it is also
a place for listening and sharing,
offering important time spent with
children. The joint objective of parents
and childminders is obviously the
well-being of children”.

>>>

What is your assessment of this
facility, 18 months on?
C.R. : “Since it was launched, the
number of visitors has risen constantly.
Today the centre has 121 accredited
childminders offering 234 places
for children. Between 150 and 200
families have a permanent childminder
in Cenon. The centre is also recognised
as a place for information about
the various childminding methods
available in the town”.

A uDndeirsthterMiiccrostcope

Apart from the number of visitors,
what are the first conclusions that
can be drawn about this project?
C.R. : 25 new accreditations have been
awarded since it opened. In concrete
terms, this means 25 new jobs. The hundred
or so accreditations that existed already
in Cenon have been reinforced and
boosted by the presence of the centre.
The success created by the centre is
attracting new young professionals to
the sector. These jobs, all occupied
by women, have given some of these
childminders the opportunity to quit the
informal economy, to come out of
professional isolation, and to exchange
their expertise”.
RAM de Cenon
26, rue Brunereau - 33150 Cenon
05 56 40 54 10

Sainte-Croix under
the spotlight!
Bordeaux
National
Theatre,
Regional Conservatory, Fine Arts
School… the Sainte-Croix district is
a major cultural hub in Greater
Bordeaux, as remarkable for its
exceptional historical heritage as it
is for cultural creation.
Set between the Saint-Jean and
Saint-Michel quarters and now served
by the tram network, Sainte-Croix is an
increasingly attractive district. It will be
made even more appealing in 2006
and 2007. The public areas (Square
Dom Bedos, Place Renaudel) are to
be re-qualified and, little by little,
the buildings are to be enhanced by
lighting: Sainte-Croix Church to begin

The future Square Dom Bedos (2006)
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Sainte-Croix Church lit up in 2006

Urban2/Unicités territory
with, then the Fine Arts School, the
Conservatory, and the 14th-century wall
and fountain on the edge of the square.
Sainte-Croix also symbolises the return
of students to the city centre, with the
Michel de Montaigne IUT and the
opening in January 2006 of the
University Restaurant in the Capucins
area. The district is offering new
potential with the arrival of young people.
The creation of a breeding-ground for

small companies (Rue du Port) with the
aim of bringing new services to meet the
needs of inhabitants in this historic centre
will provide an economic function that
had not been developed before. It will
open in the second half of 2006.
Urban2/Unicités is giving full
assistance to these changes with the
purpose of giving a singular image to
the Sainte-Croix district. Thanks to
these many developments, the living
environment will be more attractive and
the identity of the area strengthened.
> To find out more about
URBAN2/Unicités ?
Contact us on +33 (0)5 56 10 27 87
or www.urban-unicites.com
A brochure is at your disposal.

